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the                                plausibility to  both.
One tiling they          to have discovered and
established, that the new bodies or metals admit -of various degrees of oxidation, and of course these products have a claim to be classed amongst oxides in general              the nature
of their bases may still be an object of dispute.
They find three oxides of potassium; the lowest degree is obtained by exposing* potas-to atmospheric air in a small bottle, with a common cork; a gradual oxidation takes place; a blueish grey brittle product is obtained; there does not appear however, to be any proper limit to this oxidation besides that which they admit as characterizing' the second degree or potash^ which degree of oxidation may always be immediately obtained by placing potassium in contact with water. This I think should be called the protoxide and considered as 1 atom of potassium, and 1 of oxygen; before this point it is potassium and pot-ash mixed or perhaps combined.
Besides these there is another obtained by burning potassium in oxygen gas at an elevated temperature; this oxide is yellow^ fusible byfheat? and crystallizes in lamina on cooling; it contains three times as much oxygen as potash; put into water it is suddenly decomposed,